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After reading a number of
recent letters in The Maui
News, it is apparent there’s a
need for a discussion of who
does what in Hawaii. Those
who received an A in local
civics need read no further. 

The Tahitians and Samoans
who sailed up from the South
Pacific brought a system of

government to the islands. By the time of
Cook’s arrival in 1778, there were four king-
doms in Hawaii, each with a high chief or ali‘i
nui. Na kanaka maoli had little or no say in
who was boss.

The Maui kingdom consisted of Maui,
Lana‘i and Kahoolawe. Moloka‘i was part of
the Oahu-based kingdom. The other two king-
doms comprised Kauai-Niihau and the island
of Hawaii.

Each island had lesser chiefs, each ruling a
moku. On Maui there were four such districts
— West Maui, Central Maui, Hana, and one
known as Hamakualoa, which stretched from
the north shore through Kula to the south shore.

Kamehameha I unified the islands into a sin-

gle kingdom. At one point, each of the major
islands had a governor. In 1903, the Territorial
Legislature created the counties, although a le-
gal glitch delayed the official creation of Maui
County to 1905. The territorial and later state
governments ruled the roost.

Unlike states on the Mainland, the islands
have no townships or municipalities. What we
know as towns are simply geographic areas.
The state’s top-down political organization is
federal, state and county. That’s it.

Until statehood in 1959, the counties were
responsible for public health, building and
staffing schools, roads and other infrastructure.
As a state, bureaucrats on Oahu took direct
control of the public schools built by the coun-
ty. The state Department of Health took over
Maui Memorial, which had been built and fi-
nanced by the county.

At first, Maui had no mayor. Laws and
county budgets were the work of an elected
board of supervisors, each member in charge of
a different county department. The chairman
was the de facto mayor. Later, a County Char-
ter amendment established the County Council
and a separately elected mayor.

Whew! Now to the point. The county is of-
ten accused of abusing something outside of its
control.

Every so often, disgruntled scofflaws accuse
the Maui Police Department of profiting from
traffic fines. Nope. The money goes to the state
judicial system, even though the county has to
bear the cost of the MPD. It took a state law to
allow the counties to set up police departments.
Up until that time, the chief law enforcement
officer was the sheriff, an elected position.
There were, however, private police officers
who enforced plantation regulations.

The most recent letters from unknowing
writers complain about state highways being
refurbished when county roads are in a greater
need of repairs. At the time of statehood, feder-
al money could go only to states so a state
highway system was set up.

It’s a little confusing, but the roads between
towns were deemed state highways. Roads in
towns and out in the country are the responsi-
bility of the county. The county has nothing to
do with Mokulele Highway or North Kihei
Road running between Kihei and Maalaea or
Kaahumanu Avenue linking Kahului with
Wailuku.

The state, actually the state Department of
Transportation’s Maui district engineer, sets
the speed limits for highways and school zones.
The County Council sets speed limits for resi-
dential and country roads. By the way, since

state highways are built with federal money,
the DOT has to follow federal regulations.
Mokulele’s 45 mph limit is due to the fact the
feds consider the “highway” an urban arterial
street. It’s the feds who are responsible for the
45-mph zones around highway intersections,
even if cross-traffic is running on plantation
roads.

Maui Memorial Hospital was taken over by
the state because county-run hospitals on Kauai
and the island of Hawaii were in dire need of
financial support. Maui Memorial was fine fi-
nancially but if the state is going to run one
county’s medical facilities it was politically ap-
propriate to run the operations in all of the
counties. It was also the state that nixed a pri-
vate Kihei hospital.

All public education is under the direct con-
trol of the state. Hawaii has the only one-dis-
trict school system in the country. (On the
Mainland, public schools are built and financed
by townships.)

Want more specific information about
whether it’s the state or county you should be
cussing? Try reading the multivolume Hawaii
Revised Statutes and the County Charter. Both
are available online. 

■ Ron Youngblood is a retired editor and staff
writer for The Maui News.
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KAHULUI
— The
Waikapu
Country
Town project
that calls for
hundreds of
homes took a
first step to-
ward realiza-
tion Wednes-
day after the state Land Use
Commission gave its approval
for developers to prepare an
environmental impact state-
ment.

The 1,600-acre project
would be built in two, five-year
phases on both sides of
Honoapiilani Highway and
centered around the Maui
Tropical Plantation. Officials

expect the town to be home to
8,000 people and about 1,550
residential units that include
ohana units.

“This is the first step in the
process, and it’s a long
process,” said developer
Mike Atherton, who also
owns the plantation, after the
state LUC hearing at the
Maui Arts & Cultural Center.
“Once they’re approved, then
they take quite a long time to
get built.

“It doesn’t happen
overnight, but it’s a step in the
right direction.”

The project billed as a “com-
plete community” includes a
mixture of rural, single- and
multi-family homes, along
with retail stores, restaurants,
parks, a bike trail and an ele-
mentary school. The town also

will preserve about 800 acres
of agricultural land through a
conservation easement.

During Wednesday’s hear-
ing, LUC members noted the
significant environmental im-
pact the project will have on
the town of Waikapu in their
granting of an EIS preparation.
Major impacts include the loss
of 488 agricultural district
lands, which developers plan to
re-designate to state urban and
rural districts. Economic im-
pacts, population growth, al-
tered landscapes and energy
consumption were other noted
impacts.

Huelo resident Lucienne
de Naie, who served on the
county’s General Plan Advi-
sory Committee, supported
the project in oral testimony
to the LUC and recalled re-

viewing the project as part of
the Maui Island Plan. De
Naie said the plan originally
called for homes to be built
high up along the side of
Waikapu Valley but the com-
mittee and residents advised
against it.

“They came back maybe six
or seven months later with a
new presentation, and they had
changed the plan,” she said.
“Of all the plans we saw, I
don’t recall anybody taking
what we said and changing
their plan.”

GPAC Vice Chairman Dick
Mayer said the project “was
the best of the bunch” in the
Maui Island Plan and fur-
thered the committee’s goal of
establishing small, individual
towns, unlike some develop-
ers who would like to build

overlapping projects.
“This is an enhancement to

an existing community and as
long as it’s done the way they
told us it would be done, I think
it would be a valuable addi-
tion,” Mayer said Wednesday.

Planning Consultants
Hawaii is preparing the EIS
and officials believe the
process will take 10 to 12
months. Construction is not ex-
pected to begin for at least 18
months.

Building a community is
nothing new to Atherton, who
comes from a long line of pio-
neers. His great-grandfather,
Benjamin Holt, invented the
Caterpillar tractor that revolu-
tionized farming and his grand-
father, Warren Atherton, was
one of the fathers of the GI Bill
that offered educational sup-

port and mortgage and busi-
ness assistance to returning
WWII warriors.

Atherton, a native of Stock-
ton, Calif., is well-known in the
state for building housing,
parks and commercial areas,
along with giving to local char-
ities. For his lifelong work, he
was inducted into the Hall of
Fame in Manteca, Calif.

On Maui, he has been owner
of Maui Tropical Plantation for
the past 12 years and is in the
midst of transforming the
restaurant and lagoon area into
a tribute to the island’s rich
plantation history.

“I’m pretty lucky,” Atherton
said. “I try to live up to my an-
cestors’ legacy.”

■ Chris Sugidono can be
reached at
csugidono@mauinews.com.

Waikapu town project moves forward

Atherton

A lockdown was initiated at
the Maui Community Correc-
tional Center after inmates cre-
ated a disturbance during
breakfast Wednesday, accord-
ing to the state Department of
Public Safety.

When the disturbance oc-
curred at 6:40 a.m., staff imme-
diately implemented crisis re-
sponse procedures to peacefully
end the situation within a half-
hour, the department reported.
The inmates were returned to
their cells without incident and
the lockdown was initiated, ac-
cording to the department.

The lockdown was lifted lat-
er in the day, the Department
of Public Safety said late
Wednesday afternoon.

Officials are investigating
the cause of the disturbance.

The disturbance occurred in

a module that has a total dou-
ble-cell capacity of 48 inmates.
The current headcount in that
module is 81 inmates.

“We make no secret of the
fact that our facilities are over-
crowded,” said Nolan Espinda,
Public Safety director. “Our cor-
rectional staff immediately went
into action to de-escalate the sit-
uation, maintaining constant
control despite the overcrowded
conditions in that module.

“They go through extensive
crisis response training, they
were prepared, and I couldn’t
be more proud of them for a
job well done.”

The Wailuku jail houses pre-
trial detainees and provides rein-
tegration programs to sentenced
felons and parole violators who
will be released on Maui at the
end of their sentences.

By LILA FUJIMOTO
Staff Writer

A tourist
chased down
a man who
was arrested
Saturday for
robbing a visi-
tor of cash as
she sat in a
rental car in a
Lahaina park-
ing lot, police said.

Bail was set at $33,000 for
Paula Hemaloto, 41, who is
homeless and is also known as
Paulo Hemaloto. He was
charged with second-degree
robbery, two counts of first-de-
gree unauthorized entry into a
motor vehicle, second-degree
theft, third-degree assault and

fourth-degree criminal proper-
ty damage.

Hemaloto was arrested after
police officers were sent to
Wainee and Prison streets at
4:05 p.m. Saturday to investi-
gate a report that two men were
fighting.

A police investigation
showed that one man, a 30-
year-old tourist, had been sit-
ting in a rented Ford Mustang
with his 22-year-old girlfriend
in a parking lot when Hemalo-
to rode up on a bicycle and ap-
proached the front passenger
door of the car. Hemaloto
reached into the car through the
passenger window and took
$70 cash from the woman’s
wallet, which was open and on
her lap, according to a docu-

ment filed in court to support
Hemaloto’s arrest.

After Hemaloto fled on
the bicycle with the money,
the 30-year-old man chased
Hemaloto and caught up
with him at Wainee and
Prison streets, police said.
The man tried to take back
the stolen money from
Hemaloto, who punched the
man and tried to hit him over
the head several times with
an 18-inch-long piece of
wood that was about 3 inch-
es thick, police said.

Then Hemaloto threw the
piece of wood at the man,
missing him and hitting the an-
tenna of the couple’s rental car,
which the woman had driven
to the scene, police said.

After managing to get the
stolen money back from
Hemaloto, the man tried to get
inside the rental car, police
said. Hemaloto reached
through the driver’s-side win-
dow and tried to pull the key
from the ignition, police said.
The key broke off into pieces,
causing the car to stall in the
middle of the road.

When officers arrived and
separated Hemaloto and the
other man, Hematolo told an
officer, “This guy asked me if I
had weed, I told him I no more
so I took the money and run
away,” according to the court
document.

■ Lila Fujimoto can be reached
at lfujimoto@mauinews.com.

Paula
Hemaloto

Visitor attempts chase of
Lahaina robbery suspect

Disturbance initiates
lockdown at MCCC

BUILDING CONFIDENCE IN TAI CHI CLASS
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Cory Williams leads a tai chi class at Keopuolani Park’s Hui Aloha Playground on Tuesday morning. Williams said sen-
iors who practice the Chinese martial art are 50 percent less likely to suffer a fall. “It builds balance and confidence and
strength,” Williams said. “I’ve never found anything in life that I got a bigger return on my investment in time and ener-
gy.” Williams teaches intermediate and beginner classes Mondays at the West Maui Senior Center, 9 to 10 a.m. and 10
to 11 a.m. respectively, and Tuesdays at Kaunoa Senior Center, 11:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. for intermediate and 12:30 to
1:30 p.m. for beginners. On Fridays, he is at the Kihei Aquatic Center meeting room, 8 to 9 a.m. for beginners and in-
termediate and 9 to 10 a.m. for advanced.By CATHY BUSSEWITZ

The Associated Press

HONOLULU — Hawaii
lawmakers are trying to make
it easier for people living in the
state illegally, homeless indi-
viduals and vulnerable popula-
tions to get driver’s licenses.

A bill to enable those living
in Hawaii illegally to obtain a
driver’s license was introduced
in response to the federal RE-
AL ID Act, which requires
proof of lawful residence in the
United States to obtain a li-
cense. The bill applies to any-
one who doesn’t have proper
identification, including vic-
tims of domestic violence or
natural disasters who may have
lost important documents
while fleeing their homes.

“Nobody should have to go
to jail because they’re taking
their kids to school or going to
the doctor with their family,”
said Jenny Lee, staff attorney
for Hawaii Appleseed Center
for Law and Economic Justice,
which pushed the legislation.
“It’s an incredibly important
statement for Hawaii to show
that we do welcome these
members of our community.”

The bill was approved by the
full Legislature on Tuesday and

now goes to Gov. David Ige.
Advocates say if Ige signs the
bill, Hawaii would be the 12th
state in the nation to approve dri-
ver’s licenses for people living
within their borders illegally.

Another pending bill would
help homeless people obtain or
replace licenses, which can
prove difficult for those with-
out a home address. Having
proper identification is critical
for getting a job or housing, but
identification cards or papers
are often lost in moves or are
taken during police sweeps of
homeless encampments.

The bill, SB 273, would al-
low homeless people to present
a sworn statement from a cler-
gy member, service provider or
other representative as proof of
residence.

“If we’re trying to give them
at least a hand up, this would be
a critical bill that would help
them regain permanent housing
and employment opportuni-
ties,” said Sen. Suzanne Chun
Oakland, a Honolulu Democrat.

As part of the bill, lawmakers
are considering instructing the
Department of Transportation
to waive fees charged to home-
less people for issuing, renew-
ing or replacing a license.

Hawaii lawmakers
push expanded access
for driver’s licenses


